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Welcome


In this term’s edition of the newsletter the �HYPERLINK "http://www.e-ictsupport.org/team_page.aspx"��Essex Primary ICT Curriculum Team� welcomes you to the new term and seeks to offer an update on all things ICT!





If you are reading this on paper and want to see details of any of the items then go to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-pic.org.uk/news" ��www.e-pic.org.uk/news� website where you can see the newsletter with all the hyperlinks. On the same page we also invite you to complete our feedback form so we can help you in developing ICT in your school.





�E-pic News


The e-pic website continues to provide schools with access to lesson plans, video exemplification and teaching resources.  





However, it has come to our attention that some web browsers (Chrome and Firefox) are having difficulty with some of the links.  We are looking into this.  However if, in the meantime, you find you are being refused access to the database section of the website when you click ‘Continue’ try going direct to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-pic.org.uk/main.aspx" ��www.e-pic.org.uk/main.aspx�. 





�Ofsted Framework 


The revised Ofsted framework for school inspection was published last term.  While Section 5 inspections continue to take place there has been an increase in subject specific inspections, and on a recent national training event there were strong hints that ICT would be a focus on the next round of these.  





The Primary ICT Curriculum Team is offering training for schools this term (please see the CPD website) but, the headlines are:





There is an increased focus on AfL in ICT and tracking pupil progress and attainment


There is recognition that many pupils to not have access to their full entitlement in terms of ICT


Pupils’ understanding of e-safety is to be measured and reported


�Safeguarding 


Safer Internet Day 2011 is on 8th February.  Information about this event can be found � HYPERLINK "http://www.saferinternet.org/web/guest/blog?p_p_id=homeBlog_WAR_insafeportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_homeBlog_WAR_insafeportlet_tag=safer+internet+day&_homeBlog_WAR_insafeportlet_folksonomy=true&" ��here�.  We are very busy that week providing school based training and support but would encourage all schools to mark this event in some way.  





The e-pic website might be a good starting point.  If you haven’t already found them there are ready-made activities for all year groups in KS1 and 2.





We also recommend schools visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk" ��www.thinkuknow.co.uk�. 




















Continuing Professional Development


We offer schools a range of CPD activities via Traded Services (visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-ictsupport.org" ��www.e-ictsupport.org� for a link to those).  





This year, in continuation of a very successful pilot project, we are also offering schools an � HYPERLINK "http://e-ictsupport.org/healthcheck.aspx" ��‘ICT Curriculum Health Check'�.  





For a reduced fee a consultant will work with the School Leadership Team to assess the current state of ICT curriculum provision and work together with them to draw up action plans.





We also invite schools to take a look at our � HYPERLINK "http://www.mycourses.e-gfl.org/index.cfm?p=service_view&sid=77&zz=20110117110124103" ��‘Developing Whole School ICT’� package which offers the following modules for schools to choose from:





Leadership and Management


Planning for ICT


Learning in and through ICT


Assessing ICT Capability


Developing our Professionals


Resourcing ICT





Schools might also want to ask us about the curriculum-based � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-ictsupport.org/hands-on.aspx" ��‘Hands-On ICT’� package or another new learning and teaching package � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-ictsupport.org/21stcenturyteacher.aspx" ��‘Becoming a 21st Century Teacher’� which will seek to help schools and teachers raise standards through the effective use of ICT tools and resources.  Both of these are currently in development.





�





Schools may be pleased to note that we have re-instated (by popular request) the � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-ictaudit.org/default1.aspx" ��ICT Skills Audit�.  Teachers and support staff may register, log in and carry out an audit designed to identify their current ICT capability.  There are help sheets and guides available to support further study via the ‘Next Steps’.  Headteachers may also request a summary report to help them plan for CPD needs.





We also invite schools to try out our new � HYPERLINK "http://www.e-ictaudit.org/snapshotdefault.aspx" ��ICT Snapshot� tool.  This is another audit tool linked to ICT capability but based on National Curriculum ICT Levels.





Other News


The �HYPERLINK "http://e-ictsupport.org/helplinefaqs/rota.aspx"��Primary ICT Curriculum Helpline� continues to function well.  We average 11 calls per day and there has been a marked increase in the number of people making good use of the FAQ database and the ICT ‘postbox’, emailing queries direct to the team.











Contact the Essex Primary ICT Curriculum Team:
postbox@e-ictsupport.org
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ICT Curriculum Support for Essex Schools

Curriculum Development

e-pic
Essex Primary ICT Curriculum

Suggested Resources
For delivering the ICT curriculum in EYFS, KS1 & 2

FElippi
Essex ICT Assessment materials

EIL‘T Snapshot (Beta)

Essex ICT Assessment materials

CPD
ICT Curriculum 'Health Check'
Consultant Support provided by the Primary ICT Curriculum Team
ICT Skills Audit
By popular request the Primary ICT Curriculum Team has re-introduced its audit tools.
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